Middlesex County College

High School Writing Contest

Entry Submission Guidelines

To the Instructor and Student: In an effort to make our High School Writing Contest 

            more professional and competitive, we have instituted the following submission guidelines.

 We ask that you follow the directives exactly, checking the criteria for each category in which entries will be submitted. Then, complete an entry form, attach it to the manuscript(s), and send it to MCC. (The entry form may be duplicated as necessary.)

1. Poetry: no more than four submissions per student on any topic. Poems may be of any type –lyric, ballad, haiku, ode, free verse, etc.

2. Short Story or Fictional Narrative: manuscript should not exceed ten pages.

3. Play or Drama: should be submitted in script format.

4. Essay or Non-fictional Presentation: manuscript should evidence specific rhetorical pattern.

5. Research Paper: manuscript should evidence attention to aspects of the research process. Papers must be presented with all appropriate documentation, specific to MLA parenthetical citation style or APA style.

6. Journalism:

a) Contest will accept news, feature, and opinion (editorial and columns) pieces.

b) Materials must have been published in the student’s high school newspaper between September 2007 and February 29, 2008.

c) There is no minimum or maximum length to a story.

d) Neatly trimmed clips or photocopies of the piece as it appeared in the publication are acceptable.

e) Each entry much be accompanied by a completed entry form. Note that newspaper advisor/moderator’s name and the date on which the story appeared in the student newspaper must be entered on the form.

f) Submissions should respond to these journalistic definitions:
1) News Writing: coverage of a school-related event, situation, or issue as hard news. Entries will be judged on objectivity, thoroughness, accuracy, resourcefulness, student interest, and style.

2) Feature-News Writing: an article on a person, place or object, or situation that is school related or of special interest to students. The standards of news writing will be applied. Originality, creativity, and human interest will also be considered.

3) Opinion Writing: a column or editorial on an issue of special interest to students. Entries will be judged on quality of writing, depth of thought and persuasiveness.

NOTE: The name address, etc. of the student submitting the manuscript should appear only on the entry forms(s) stapled to the copy(ies).

Entries much be neatly typed or word processed on 8 ½ x 11” white quality bond paper—properly formatted, margined, spaced, proofread, etc. Handwritten entries CANNOT  be considered.

All works should be titled on first page of the manuscript; all subsequent pages should be numbered.

Middlesex County College, the Department of English, and the Committee on Student  Relations and its judges have the right to disqualify any entry not submitted in accordance with these guidelines.

All submissions must be received by Friday, February 29, 2008.
Please call or email Prof. Melissa Edwards MEdwards@middlesexcc.edu or call  at 732-548-6000 ext. 3070 for further information about contest submission guidelines.
