FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MCC Academy Girls Win Top Scholarship with National Science Foundation and Present at National Conference 

EDISON, NJ, October 2006 -- Kimberly Lin and Joyce Holowatch, both of Matawan, and high school sophomores at the Middlesex County Academy for Science, Mathematics and Engineering Technologies, have been selected as student scholars by the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the American Association of Community Colleges, and will attend the Advanced Technological Education (ATE) Principal Investigators Conference on October 18 - 20, 2006, in Washington, D.C.   The selection was based on their work this past summer in TechXploration, A Technology Adventure for Girls, a program produced by NJCATE, A National Center for Advanced Technological Education, funded by NSF, and held at Middlesex County College.  
The girls selected were two of a team of five that created the winning project, a working model of a sports-themed teacup ride which took the 1st place prize at the grand finale of the summer program, a TechXploration competition.  They were selected among hundreds of applicants with projects from high schools throughout the United States.  At the conference, the young women will be joining other students, ATE alumni, ATE program leaders, and representatives from industry and government to celebrate the ATE program and examine the role of U.S. Technicians in the Global Workforce.  “This is a wonderful opportunity for the girls to meet other students and network with teachers and faculty from throughout the country who are dedicated to engineering technology,” said Josephine Lamela, Physics professor at Middlesex County College and the lead person on the TechXploration project. 
ATE students and alumni will be formally recognized by NSF for their achievements in ATE programs.  This is also an opportunity for students and alumni from various ATE programs to meet one another and some of the NSF and AACC staff.  The event will include a showcase session to them an opportunity to highlight their program of study and career path, and display their winning project. 
TechXploration includes semester-long follow-up opportunities.  The first TechXploration Tech Day will take place at Middlesex County College on November 18, to further engage participants and their peers. 
For more information: KFord@middlesexcc.edu or 732.906.7735
